[Approaching the posterior wall of the aortic arch. Temporary division of the innominate artery].
Two cases of wound affecting the posterior wall of the aortic arch are reported. One wound occurred during mediastinoscopy, the other was caused by a bullet. During surgery under extracorporeal circulation, the approach and repair of the wounds was greatly facilitated by temporary division of the innominate artery: the ascending and horizontal portions of the aorta could be tilted to the left, giving a very satisfactory access to the posterior wall of the arch. The innominate artery was easily repaired, without neurological complications. The authors insist on the convenience of this technique to approach not only the aortic arch but also various mediastinal organs, such as the tracheal bifurcation, the right branch of the pulmonary artery and the roof of the left atrium.